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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-20 have been examined. Application 10/712,380 (METHOD FOR 
ADVERTISING AND SELLING PRODUCTS ONLINE) has a filing date 1 1/14/2003. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In response to Non Final Rejection filed 06/24/2008, the Applicant filed an 
Amendment on 07/31/2008, which amended claims 1, 2 and 14. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1-13 and 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Evans (US 2002/0036654) in view of Long (US 2004/0205476). 
Claim 1 , Evans teaches: 

A method for advertising and selling products online, comprising: 

a) providing to a customer an item information template for inputting information 
into an electronic information database (see paragraph 8); 

b) prompting said customer via said template to enter item information into said 
database about at least one item for sale by said customer (see paragraph 9); 
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c) creating an electronic web page associated with one of said customer and said 
item (see paragraph 52); 

d) displaying said item information on said web page (see paragraph 52); 
Evans does not teach: 

e) creating and providing said customer with an electronic address; and 

f) assigning said electronic address to said web page so that said item 
information displayed on said web page is viewable when said electronic address is 
accessed, wherein said electronic address has a primary address and a secondary 
address, said primary address assigned to a main web page and said secondary 
address having at least one of the following properties: said secondary address is 
chosen at least in part by said customer; and said secondary address contains no more 
than fifteen characters and wherein said primary address comprises a domain name 
and said secondary address comprises a path. However, Long teaches that it is old and 
well known in the promotion art to publish URL address in printed document, where said 
URL address is an address of a document located in a web server and where said 
address comprises a domain name (i.e. www.servername.com ) and a secondary 
address chosen in part by a user who created and posted said document in said web 
server (see paragraphs 43, 55-56). Long does not expressly teach that said secondary 
address contains no more than fifteen characters. However, it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that 
users of the Long 's system would manually name a document with 15 characters or 
less, as said name would be part of a URL address and therefore, the less characters in 
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said name the easier would be to users to enter said name in the address part of a web 
browser and access said document in a web server. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to 
know that Evans would publish advertisements in printed documents, where said 
advertisements would include an URL address, as taught by Long in order that viewers 
of said advertisements in said printed documents would be able to obtain additional 
information about said advertisements by entering said URL address in a web browser. 
Claim 2, Evans teaches: 

a) providing to a customer an item information template for inputting information 
into an electronic information database (see paragraph 8); 

b) prompting said customer via said template to enter item information into said 
database about at least one item for sale by said customer (see paragraph 9); 

c) creating an electronic web page associated with one of said customer and said 
item (see paragraph 52); d) displaying said item information on said web page (see 
paragraph 52); 

Evans does not teach: 

e) creating and providing said customer with an electronic address; and f) 
assigning said electronic address to said web page so that said item information 
displayed on said web page is viewable when said electronic address is accessed, 
wherein said electronic address has a primary address and a secondary address, said 
primary address assigned to a main web page and said secondary address having at 
least one of the following properties: said secondary address is chosen at least in part 
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by said customer; and said secondary address contains no more than fifteen characters 
further comprising encouraging said customer to advertise said electronic address in a 
non-electronic medium. However, Long teaches that it is old and well known in the 
promotion art to publish URL address in printed document, where said URL address is 
an address of a document located in a web server and where said address comprises a 
domain name (i.e. www.servername.com ) and a secondary address chosen in part by a 
user who created and posted said document in said web server (see paragraphs 43, 55- 
56). Long does not expressly teach that said secondary address contains no more than 
fifteen characters. However, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the application was made, to know that users of the Long 's system 
would manually name a document with 15 characters or less, as said name would be 
part of a URL address and therefore, the less characters in said name the easier would 
be to users to enter said name in the address part of a web browser and access said 
document in a web server. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Evans would 
publish advertisements in printed documents, where said advertisements would include 
an URL address, as taught by Long in order that viewers of said advertisements in said 
printed documents would be able to obtain additional information about said 
advertisements by entering said URL address in a web browser. 
Claim 3, Evans teaches: 

wherein said non-electronic medium comprises one of a flyer, a newspaper 
advertisement, and a magazine advertisement (See paragraph 59). 
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Claim 4, Evans teaches: 

wherein said non-electronic medium comprises a classified advertisement in a 
newspaper (see paragraph 59). 
Claim 5, Evans teaches: 

advertising said electronic address in a non-electronic medium (see paragraph 

59). 

Claim 6, Evans teaches: 

querying said customer as to whether said customer desires to submit a 
classified advertisement to a newspaper and, if so, automatically submitting a classified 
advertisement request to said newspaper on behalf of said customer (see paragraph 
59). 

Claim 7, Evans fails to teach: 

wherein said secondary address is chosen at least in part by said customer and 
approved by said customer. However, Long teaches that a secondary address of a 
document in the Internet is chosen by a customer (see paragraph 43). Therefore, the 
same argument made in claim 1 regarding this missing limitation is also made in claim 
7. 

Claim 8, Evans does not teach: 

wherein said secondary address contains no more than 
10 characters. However, the same argument made in claim 1 regarding this missing 
limitation is also made in claim 7. 

Claim 9, Evans teaches: 
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wherein said item information includes one of a digital 
photograph and a digital video of said item for sale (see paragraph 59). 
Claim 1 0, Evans teaches: 

providing said customer with an option of creating a flyer based on said item 
information, wherein if said customer chooses said option, said item information is 
automatically formatted for a flyer, a flyer is automatically created, and said customer is 
enabled to print said flyer (see paragraph 59). 

Claim 1 1 , Evans teaches: 

providing said customer with a one-click option of creating said flyer (see 
paragraph 59). 

Claim 1 2, Evans teaches: 

wherein said web page is associated with said customer, wherein said displaying 
said item information on said web page comprises displaying only said item information 
on said web page (see paragraph 52). 

Claim 1 3, Evans teaches: 

wherein said web page is associated with said item, wherein said item 
information is about exactly one item for sale by said customer (see paragraph 52). 
Claim 1 5, Evans teaches: 

charging said customer a price for performing steps a) - f), further comprising 
providing to said customer a comparison of: an estimated cost of running a long 
classified advertisement in a local newspaper containing information comparable to said 
item information; and a sum of said price and an estimated cost of running a short 
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classified advertisement in said local newspaper containing said electronic address and 
substantially less information than said item information (see paragraph 60). Evans 
determines the price of placing an advertisement based on the size of said 
advertisement such as full page, half page, quarter page (see paragraph 60). 
Claim 1 6, Evans does not teach: 

wherein said web page is associated with said main web page, further 
comprising providing a search engine configured to allow customers to search a 
plurality of web pages associated with said main web page based on at least one of the 
following: location of an item for sale; type of item for sale; and price of an item for sale. 
However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the computer art to 
search for information on the Internet. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Evans would 
allow users to search for ads on the Internet, as it is old and well known to do so. 

Claim 1 7, Evans teaches: 

providing to a different customer a wanted item information template for inputting 
information into said database; prompting said different customer via said wanted item 
information template to enter wanted item information into said database about at least 
one item wanted for purchase by said different customer; and if said item information 
matches said wanted item information, notifying said different customer about said item 
information (see paragraph 59). 

Claim 1 8, Evans teaches: 
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querying said different customer as to whether said different customer desires to 
submit a classified advertisement to a newspaper regarding said wanted item 
information and, if so, automatically submitting a classified advertisement request to 
said newspaper on behalf of said different customer (see paragraph 59) but does not 
expressly teach said classified advertisement containing at least one of said primary 
address and said secondary address. However, the same rejection made in claim 1 
regarding this missing limitation is also made in claim 18. 

Claim 1 9, Evans teaches: 

prompting said customer to enter e-mail contact information of potential buyers 
into said database (see paragraph 52). 
Claim 20, Evans does not teach: 

prompting potential purchasers of said at least one item for sale to submit bid 
information, and at least one of: displaying said bid information with said item 
information on said web page; and notifying said customer of said bid information. 
However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the computer art to bid 
for items on the Internet. It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the application was made, to know that Evans would allow users to bid 
for items on the Internet, as it is old and well known to do so. 

4. Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Evans 
(US 2002/0036654) in view of Long (US 2004/0205476) and further in view of Kensev 
(US 2001/0037253). 

Claim 14. Evans fails to teach: 
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wherein said primary address includes a subdomain corresponding of a 
geographical region, wherein said geographical region includes one of a city and a 
state. However, Kensev teaches an electronic address, where an address of said 
electronic address refers to a designation of a geographical region (see paragraph 29). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the application was made, to know that Evans and Long URL address printed in 
documents would include subdomain including geographical location as it is old and 
well known to do so, as taught by Kensev . 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James W. Myhre can be reached on (571)272-6722. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Raquel Alvarez/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3688 

/DANIEL LASTRA/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3688 
November 15, 2008 
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